Restoring Timeless Beauty for Future Generations
Introduction
Savcor has recently completed the
meticulous restoration works for
the facade of His Majesty's Theatre
in Perth, Western Australia. As
described below, this heritage
icon is over 100 years old and can
proudly lay claim to being one of the
greatest examples of Edwardian era
architecture in the country.
About His Majesty's Theatre
His Majesty's Theatre is an Edwardian
baroque theatre in Perth, Western
Australia. Constructed from 1902 to
1904 during a period of great growth
for the town, the theatre is located
on the corner of Hay Street and King
Street in Perth's central business
district. At the time the theatre
opened, it was the largest theatre in
Australia, and had seating for over
2,500 people. It is also thought to be
the first reinforced concrete building
constructed in Perth.

NB. Expert taken from www.hismajestystheatre.com.au

The Survey
In 2008 Savcor’s engineers
undertook a detailed survey of the
facade. Considering the location
of the building and the associated
access difficulties the survey was
undertaken using specialist rope
access personnel (Figure 1). During
this survey numerous defects and
durability concerns were identified.
This was to be expected considering
the building's age and the fact
that it had not undergone a major
refurbishment since the late 1970s.
Figure 4: Intricate restoration of decorative features

Over its life, the theatre has hosted
large-scale musicals, ballet,
opera, Shakespearean plays and
many other events. It has been
renovated numerous times, most
notably in the late 1970s when
the State Government purchased
it and performed an ornamental
restoration whilst modernising
the internal facilities. Since that
time, it has been home to the
West Australian Ballet and West
Australian Opera Company, both of
which perform there regularly.
The importance of His Majesty's
Theatre to the cultural fabric

Figure 5: Statue after the restoration

Figure 1: Rope access specialist conducting
condition survey

Figure 2: Latex mould ready for casting
new feature
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of Western Australia has been
recognised by its inclusion on the
State Register of Heritage Places
and the Register of the National
Estate. It has also been named a
"State Heritage Icon", and is believed
to be the only remaining working
Edwardian theatre in Australia."

Figure 3: Recreated plaster feature

Restoration Works
The restoration project involved
an array of specialist remediation
techniques. In a similar fashion to
the original construction, artisan
plasterers painstakingly restored
damaged cornices and corbels by
hand, using purpose cut templates
and tools. More intricate features,
such as the flowers, were recreated
by using latex moulds taken from
the originals (Figure 2). New futures
were then cast using modern
repair mortars to create perfect
reproductions (Figure 3). The new
features were fixed to the building
using helical stainless steel pins
before being coated with a high
quality paint system.
Probably, one of the most challenging
and interesting aspects of the works
was the recreation of the stunning
Juliette balconies that adorn the
facade. The original balconies were
constructed using a concrete with
coke breeze aggregate, which was
typical for constructions of this
era. After 100 years of exposure to
the elements these balconies were
found to have suffered significant
deterioration and after careful
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Figure 6: The facade after the restoration

consideration, it was decided that
several of the balconies would
be completely rebuilt. With their
clamshell bottoms, curved profile
and numerous plaster features this
was never going to be a straight
forward process. Nevertheless,
by using a combination of latex
moulding and traditional construction
techniques, we were able to create
a product with the same aesthetic
beauty of the original, while providing
superior durability.

The Future
This investment in the restoration
of the facade of His Majesty’s
Theatre will ensure that people
can continue to enjoy its beauty for
generations to come. In addition,
the skills and lessons that are
being learnt from projects of this
nature can be captured and shared
so that we can continue to improve
the way we build and preserve our
architecture in the future.
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