
 

   

MINUTES 
 

ACA Annual General Meeting 
5:00pm, Wednesday 27 May 2020 
Online, Via ZOOM. 
 
The meeting commenced at 5:11pm. 
 
There is a requirement that under the South Australian Incorporations Act that the ACA must 
hold its AGM within five months of the completion of its financial year. Holding the meeting on 
this day meets this requirement. 
 
1. Opening and Welcome 
 
The ACA online 2020 AGM was chaired and opened by ACA Chairman, Mr Dean Wall. 
 
He welcomed and acknowledged his fellow ACA board directors, Graham Carlisle, Wayne 
Thomson, Di Brookman, Kingsley Brown, Blane McGuiness, Dean Ferguson and Michael 
Werle to the meeting and to the work the ACA board had done over the 2019 year.   
 
Mr Wall informed the meeting that Richard Reilly CEO would not be in attendance at this 
meeting and Ross Boucher will representing the ACA HO at this meeting.  
He thanked director Brad Dockerill, who resigned from the board during 2019, for his work 
and welcomed new board director, Blane McGuiness 
 
He acknowledged and welcomed the ACA Council President for 2020, Mr Vahid Afshari and 
acknowledged and thanked outgoing ACA President Ms Jess Lyndon for her outstanding 
contribution as ACA President in 2019.  
 
  
2. Apologies & Proxies Received 
 
No apologies were received, and no proxies noted.  
Dean acknowledged and welcomed the 50 online member attendees that represented a 
quorum under the ACA Constitution requirements. 
 
3. Confirmation of the minutes of the AGM conducted on 23 May 2019 
 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting conducted on 23 May 2019 were accepted. 
 
Moved:  Kingsley Brown 
Seconded:  Peter Dove     CARRIED 
 
4. Correspondence Received 
 
There was no correspondence before the meeting for consideration. 
 
5. Presentation of Annual Report 
 
The Chairman summarised his report from the ACA annual report, a report that had been 
distributed to all members prior to the AGM. 
 



 

   

He made reference to a number of key achievements from the year including the success of 
2019 Corrosion & Prevention Conference held in Melbourne under Technical Chair Mike 
Tan’s leadership and Conference Organiser Mrs Rachelle Rigby, where over 1000 delegate 
tickets were sold and a $210k surplus delivered to ACA Member Funds.  
He acknowledged and congratulated our ACA Award recipients Mr Ivan Cole (Corrosion 
Medal) and new ACA Life Members Mr Peter Dove and Mr Roman Dankiw. 
 
Key milestones achieved during 2019 included the completion of 2017-2019 ACA strategic 
plan and the hosting of Strategic Planning day for delivery of the 2020-2022 Strategic Plan. 
A membership survey was conducted in June 2019 with results of the survey used to help 
form initiatives to be included in the strategic plan.   
 
Member numbers saw a slight decline 2019 but we had experienced a 2% increase by the 
end of January 2020, our technical events calendar and branch events were robust and well 
supported and offered the membership opportunities to increase their technical knowledge 
across many sectors. A Corrosion Cost and Inputs document was prepared by the ACA 
CEO and by Board member Mr Wayne Thomson to advocate on behalf of the Australasian 
corrosion community.  
 
2019 also saw the ACA HO move to new premises in Preston at the Melbourne Polytechnic 
Campus. This initiative was a key component of the 2017-2019n Strategic Plan in reducing 
some of the OHS risks of the Blackburn facility and an opportunity to conduct training and 
events from our own facility.   
 
He noted the importance of the ACA training calendar to the financial viability of the ACA 
and 2019 was a significant year with a 20% increase in student registrations over 2018 that 
resulted in 720 students attending ACA run courses during the year. He thanked the ACA 
training staff and particularly our ACA lecturer group for their efforts. 
 
Dean noted how important the events space is to our membership and community 
mentioning that the ACA Technical Group events had another successful year highlighted 
by the International Symposium held in Melbourne in July. He thanked Mr Warren Green 
and his team for the great work in organising this event. 
 
The Branch and YCG were also coming off a successful year with over 60 vents held over 
Australia and NZ throughout the year He thanked all the Branch Committees and the 
volunteers for their dedication and hard work in achieving the success of 2019  
 
 
6. Presentation of the Annual Audit and Financial Statements for year ending 31 December 
2019 
 
The annual audit and ACA financial statements for the period ended 31 December 2019 
were presented to the meeting by the Chairman. 
 
A question was raised in relation to plans for the Middleborough Road office and Dean 
responded that the offices will be recarpeted, painted and tidied up ready for leasing once 
COVID restrictions allowed this remedial work to be completed. In response to a further 
question Dean noted that the Preston facility was under lease and was not owned by the 
ACA. 
 
Several questions were raised in regard to specific line items on the Annual Report to which 
Dean responded. 



 

   

Moved:   Candice Blackney 
Seconded:   Peter Dove     CARRIED 
 
7. Appointment of 2020 Auditors 
 
The Chairman called for a motion to accept Baumgartner Partners as the 2020 ACA 
auditors. 
 
Moved:   Wayne Thomson 
Seconded:  Ian McLeod                CARRIED 
 
8. General Business 
 
The Chairman talked to the effects that the COVID 19 pandemic was having on our ACA 
business indicating that ACA revenues were down as much as 80% early in 2020 as a 
result.  He noted the ACA Board had been meeting regularly to review the potential ongoing 
impacts. He mentioned and thanked the ACA HO staff in being able to quickly manage the 
transition of many of our events and training courses into online and webinar delivery 
formats. 
 
The 2020 Conference will be postponed and will be delivered in a shortened online webinar 
format in October 2020. He thanked the sponsors for their continued support in agreeing to 
transfer the support to 2021.  
 
Branch events will also be impacted however the ACA will endeavour to assist branches in 
getting online webinars facilitated to keep our branch members engaged.  
 
The decision was also made to postpone the print version of our Corrosion and Material 
magazine and move to online / website delivery of technical and industry news content 
during the pandemic.   
 
Dean talked about the ACA Boards decision to restructure the HO staff organisation and re-
align responsibilities to more focussed roles. Unfortunately, it necessitated some positions 
being made redundant and resulted in the CEO, Marketing and Communications and Sales 
& Business Development roles as those impacted. The new structure would see the ACA 
HO management team streamlined and lead by a new General Manager role. 
Dean thanked outgoing CEO Richard Reilly for his contribution and service to our 
association over the past 2 years.   
Dean announced Ross Boucher has accepted the Boards appointment offer as the new 
ACA General Manager.   
 
Dean thanked Di Brookman whose term and on the ACA Board comes to a close in the 
next week and he thanked her for her outstanding contribution to the Board and to the Audit 
Finance &Risk Committee which she chaired.  
 
Dean welcomed new Non-Executive Director Mr Bradley Shallies to the Board.  
 
Dean noted that NACE and SSPC members had approved the merger of their organisations 
into a new entity which could provide more training opportunities for the ACA, our members 
and corrosion community. 
 
Dean mentioned that the ACA was focussed on maintaining and preserving members funds 
as a priority during the pandemic and would be keeping the members of the association 



 

   

informed of how our association is managing during the crisis with updates following the 
regular board meetings.  
 
 
9. Close of Meeting 
 
The Chairman thanked all those who took the time to attend the annual general meeting of 
the ACA. He again thanked his Board colleagues and all the ACA volunteers. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 6.28 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           30/6/2020 

 
 
Signed: Chairman Dean Wall    Date: 


