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ACANZ would like to gratefully acknowledge this month’s sponsor…

MESSAGE FROM ACA NZ PRESIDENT MATT VERCOE

Welcome to 2022 everyone. I offer my best wishes to 
everyone for a fruitful year and a return to our more 
usual activities and networking events in 2022!

I’d like to start by welcoming the newly appointed 
Executive Officer of the Australasian Corrosion 
Association Emmanuel Pimentel (Manny) to his new 
role that began on December 8, 2021. We also welcome 
our new Events and Membership Services Coordinator 
Vishal Sharma (Vish) – hopefully we’ll keep him busy 
with events here in New Zealand this year. 

I look forward to working with them both.

Keep an eye out for final details 
of the AGM coming up in New 
Plymouth on March 30. We 
will be welcoming the next NZ 
Branch President at that time. 
Thank you for your continued 
support for the Branch.

As a Branch Committee we continue to advocate for 
our members and the industry as a whole, through 
training and improving project outcomes within the 
many sectors of the corrosion industry. 

ACA NEW ZEALAND BRANCH AGM AND TECHNICAL MEETING
Date:    5:30pm, Wednesday 30 March 2022

Location: New Plymouth Sportfishing & Underwater Club, 27 Ocean View Parade, New Plymouth 4310.

Details of the technical presentation will be shared as soon as they are confirmed.

Participation is always welcome at Branch Committee as well as for local Division levels. Participation at any level 
is very important, and new ideas are always welcomed. Put your hand up now and be an active part of the future 

of ACA NZ!

Please RSVP to the ACANZ Branch Secretary at: acanz.mail@gmail.com.

ACA New Zealand Branch wishes everyone 
a safe, happy and prosperous 2022
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 MANNY PIMENTEL - NEW ACA EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Board conducted a rigorous selection process that 
involved assessing a number of candidates for this role. 
We are pleased that this process identified a candidate 
with the skills, experience, and industry knowledge 
of Emmanuel (or Manny as he is known), who will be 
familiar to many of our members from his time with the 
Galvanisers Association of Australia.

An electrical engineer, Manny worked in technical and 
business management roles for Metal Manufacturers 
(subsequently acquired by Pirelli Cables) during the 
early part of his career. 

After completing a Bachelor of Arts (Journalism), 
Manny took the role of Technical, Education and 
Communications Manager at the Galvanisers 
Association of Australia, which saw him regularly 
attending and presenting at ACA events. Manny was 
responsible for the marketing and technical activities of 
the GAA, specifically the growth and maintenance of 
the Australian hot dip galvanising industry. 

Other responsibilities included external stakeholder 
relationship management and wider industry 
engagement, as well as technical advocacy (including 

from Dean Ferguson, Board Chair, Australasian Corrosion Association Inc.

an active role on 
Standards Australia 
committees). Recently 
Manny has worked 
as a Community 
Inclusion Officer for 
Scope Victoria, where 
he was responsible for 
volunteer management 
and coordination across 
a range of programs, many of which he designed 
and implemented. 

A member-focused leader, Manny will bring a unique 
combination of technical knowledge, professional 
communication and business management skills, 
from his diverse 25-year career to the ACA’s Executive 
Officer role. 

With your support, Manny is ideally placed to lead 
the ACA, improving our member services while also 
implementing strategic changes that will enable the 
ACA to be the best version of itself that it can be. I am 
sure you will join me in wishing Manny success in his 
new role!

VISHAL SHARMA – 
EVENTS & MEMBERSHIP SERVICES COORDINATOR

As part of our process of 
improving the services 
of the ACA, I am also 
pleased to announce 
Vishal Sharma as the 
new ACA Events and 
Membership Services 
Coordinator. Vishal will be 

working closely with Lachlan Sebbens, the Membership 
Engagement Manager.

Vishal is experienced in events and memberships 
coordination and prides himself on his capacity for the 
implementation of plans. He comes with a strong set 

of planning, organising and execution skills developed 
over his work experience in both not-for-profit, member 
based associations and corporate organisations. 
This also means that he brings a knowledge of other 
industries and has a background in customer service 
and communication.

Vishal has an MBA and a Diploma of Event 
Management. He is also a Certified Meeting Planner, 
so will be working closely with members to support 
them in coordinating events. He enjoys meeting a 
wide variety of people and is looking forward to getting 
to know you all.

NEW APPOINTMENTS AT ACA CENTRE
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Submitted by Les Boulton Acknowledgement: http://www.thevintagenews.com/

Older ACA NZ members have probably 
seen a number of situations that may 
never have made it to a textbook.

If you have a question you’d like clarification 
on, email it to the Editor at lesboultonrust@

Q
& 
A
CORNER

gmail.com. We’ll pose it to our panel of experts who will answer it in another Bulletin, so everyone can 
improve their knowledge. 

Q:
Is the corrosion of metals always harmful?              

& A:
Not always. Sometimes the corrosion process can be put to good use such as in the beneficial application of 
cathodic protection (CP) to stop corrosion on steel structures. 

Another example of “good corrosion” is the Oxford 
Electric Bell located in the Clarendon Laboratory at 
the University of Oxford in England. This antique bell 
device has now been ringing for 178 years although 
very quietly, because it is shielded by thick layers of 
glass. The mysterious electric bell is counted amongst 
the world’s oldest scientific experiments though it may 
not have been an experiment originally. 

No one seems entirely clear exactly what the old 
electric battery is composed of. The electric bell was set 

up about 1840, but even this timing is not certain. The 
bell was the product of the Watkins & Hall Company 
in London and it was eventually brought to Oxford 
University by a physics professor Robert Walker. 

The device consists of two brass bells, each positioned 
beneath a dry pile (a form of battery), the pair of piles 
connected in series. The clapper is a metal sphere 
approximately 4mm in diameter suspended between 
the piles, which ring the bells alternately due to 
electrostatic force. As the clapper touches one bell, 
it is charged by one pile, and then electrostatically 
repelled, being attracted to the other bell. On hitting the 
other bell, the process repeats. The use of electrostatic 
forces means that while high voltage is required to 
create motion, only a tiny amount of charge is carried 
from one bell to the other, which is why the piles have 
been able to last since the apparatus was first set up. 
The exact composition of the dry piles is unknown, but 
it is known that they have been coated with molten 
sulphur for insulation and it is thought that they may be 
a pair of Zamboni piles. 

The Oxford Electric Bell does not demonstrate 
perpetual motion. The bell will eventually stop when 
the dry piles have distributed their charges equally 
- if the clapper does not wear out first. The Bell has 
produced approximately 10 billion rings since 1840, 
and holds the Guinness World Record as “the world’s 
most durable battery delivering ceaseless tintinnabula” 
(a tinkling sound).



4 ACA - New Zealand Branch February 2022 Bulletin 

LAST NACE* CIP CLASSES IN NZ POSTPONED
from the ACANZ Education Officer

These were to be held by the ACA in March in Auckland 
with Willie Mandeno as the Lead Instructor. Since Covid 
travel restrictions have meant the proposed Australian 
co-instructor cannot travel here, experienced CIP 
Level 3 Inspectors Dave Elder and Jason Matthews 
had been co-opted by ACA to assist.  

The two CIP Level 1 classes were fully booked. A CIP 
Level 2 class had been scheduled from 14 March but 
required a few more registrations for it to go ahead.

Due to the onerous rules for teaching during the Red 
traffic-light regime and uncertainty related to the effects 
of the anticipated spread of the Omicron virus, the ACA 

Newcastle Conference Postponed to 5 - 8 June 2022
The Australasian Corrosion Association (ACA) has 
postponed the Newcastle Corrosion & Prevention 
Conference until June due to the impacts of the 
latest coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

With many organisations now limiting staff travel, 
and individuals being concerned about travelling and 
attending a major public event, the ACA has a duty 
of care to its members. This includes the health and 
safety of staff, delegates, speakers and others who 
help to bring these events to life.

All registrations, sponsorships and paper 
submissions will be transferred to the conference in 
June. The ACA conference team will be in contact 
with you soon to assist with any planning or questions 
you may have. 

The ACA will be providing updates on our Newcastle 
conference and the events programs through our 
website and social media channels. The ACA will 
keep members and other stakeholders aware of any 
updates, and we encourage everyone to support the 
upcoming June conference.

Due to the timing of the conference in June, the Newcastle Corrosion & Prevention 
conference will be the only major conference held by the ACA in 2022.

feels it is prudent to now postpone these classes until 
conditions improve.  Any inconvenience caused to 
members training plans is regretted.

* Future ACA Coating Inspection Program classes will 
be held on behalf of the AMPP (The Association for 
Materials Protection and Performance, formed by the 
merger of NACE and SSPC).  From mid-April, existing 
NACE CIP and SSPC PCI Certificate Holders will 
transfer to their new respective credentials as;

•  AMPP Basic Coatings Inspector (Level 1)
•  AMPP Certified Coatings Inspector (Level 2)
•  AMPP Senior Certified Coatings Inspector (Level 3)
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CONTACT LIST
ACA NZ BRANCH COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 2021
President Matthew Vercoe matt@metal-spray.co.nz  (09) 376 0463  (021) 322 257 
Vice President Ry Collier   rcollier@methanex.com   (06) 754 9782 (027) 602 0118 

Secretary Mark Sigley  mark.sigley@firstgas.co.nz  (06) 215 4044 (027) 706 7739

Treasurer Willie Mandeno  wlmandeno@gmail.com     (027) 224 8353

Education Willie Mandeno  wlmandeno@gmail.com     (027) 224 8353

Membership Matthew Vercoe    matt@metal-spray.co.nz  (09) 376 0463   (021) 322 257

Technical Raed El Sarraf  Raed.ElSarraf@wsp.co.nz    (021) 244 9093

Electrolysis Grant Chamberlain grant@cpnz.kiwi      (021) 466 629

Editor  Les Boulton  lesboultonrust@gmail.com     (021) 478 300

ACA Council Matt Vercoe  matt@metal-spray.co.nz   (09) 376 0463  (021) 322 257
  Willie Mandeno  wlmandeno@gmail.com     (027) 224 8353

Advertorial

To extend structure fire-ratings, high-solid/thick film-
build intumescent coatings are becoming the industry 
standard. These products can be challenging to apply, 
often requiring specialist equipment and advice to get 
it right. Like all protective coatings, there are many 
factors driving equipment selection for their application.

Here at Strouds, we have a team of technical sales 
engineers who are experienced and trained in working 
with intumescent coatings and the most efficient ways 
in which to apply them. We supply simple systems for 
smaller jobs, right through to large plural-component 
setups, that save significant time and money when 
working on these large projects.

To assist in accurate and timely specifications, Strouds 
undertakes product and application trials with all major 
coating manufacturers in-house. Trials normally take 
place prior to product going to market, positioning 
Strouds to guide you on:

The Strouds Approach to Intumescent Passive Fire Protection
 Efficiently working with short pot life, high solid  

 product. 
 Heat requirements for simple application / high  

 film build. 
 Specialist plural component specification / return  

 on investment.
 In-house product and application training.
 Full national service and spare parts network.
 Ongoing industry-leading customer service and  

 advice.

Strouds is proudly 100% New Zealand owned and 
operated and has 
been for 85 years.

We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Find out more from 

Matthew Berry - 
Projects Manager
matthewb@strouds.
co.nz

0275 673 049


